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PAGE 01 BRUSSE 08897 031555Z 
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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 

FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 OFA-01 DLOS-04 AID-05 

CEA-01 FRB-01 CIEP-02 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 LAB-04 

SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 /074W 

— - 113150 

R 031457Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5105 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 8897 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, BE 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT PREPARES TO INTERVENE WITH FORCE IN BELGIAN 
STRIKE/BLOCKADE ON BELGIAN IN-LAND WATERWAYS 

REF BRUSSELS 7919 

BARGE OPERATORS STRIKE WHICH NOW IN SIXTH WEEK SHOWS NO SIGNS 
OF ENDING. AFTER GOB CANCELLED NEGOTIATING SESSION OCT 1 
BARGE OWNERS INSTALLED NEW BLOCKADES ON MOST WATERWAYS STRANDING 
SOME DUTCH AND FRENCH BOATS IN BELGIUM. GOVERNMENT, WHICH OVER 
WEEK AGO REQUISTIONED BARGE OPERATORS IN ATTEMPT TO BREAK STRIKE, 

IS NOW CONSIDERING USE OF GENDARMERIE TO ENFORCE REQUISTION AND 
BREAKUP EXISTING BLOCKADES. IT IS REPORTED POLICE INTERVENTION 
COULD OCCUR BY OCT 6 IF NO OTHER SOLUTION IS FOUND IN THIS 
DISPUTE. FIRESTONE 
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